Wild Grass, Ian Johnson:  


“Dream of a Vanished Capital”

Notes:  13 March 2008

Kentucky Fried Chicken!


Is KFC to blame?


The Olympics?  (“New Beijing, New Olympics”)

Traditional Culture
vs. 
Modern Progress (Westernization?)


(Cultural roots)


(with censorship)


(Ming Dynasty c. 1400)


(In architecture is intellect)

Relationship between government and business (and banks)


Corruption:  fu bai

$$

Relationship between government and law:

“The corruption of the judiciary legalizes the government’s ignoring of the law. . . . Society will lose its moral order.”

Government to businesses: “Make profit.”

Outside investments

Laws:


Requires compensation for loss of homes and property


Public opinion and mass lawsuits; forced evictions


Don’t argue for rights; argue for error of law


But new compensation law can’t be implemented because no one know how!  They do know how to tear down.

Forbidden City:


Beijing backwater to capital (1403)


Geographically plain, but holy design:  cosmological system



Symmetry, spiritual whole, Nazha’s 8-armed body are streets



Head in the auspicious South



Brain is Gate of Heavenly Peace (Tiananmen)


1000+ temples of many religions; like a medieval city (Jerusalem)


Feng shui

Hutongs (“well”) – spiritual link to water


Pedestrians; walls, blind alleys

Walls – integral to city.  Structure, defense, holy design:  silence, privacy, isolation, calm from the city

Lakes, canals, moats—living ecosystem 

Mr. Liang tried to save it . . . organic renewal?

Historical degradation:

Post 1911 rot of empire

Foreign invasions (Japan, communists in 1949) (  Break with the past

Temples ( offices and factories

Hutongs become “noble slums”

Streets name gates and walls which have vanished

Suburb idea doesn’t exist

New Constitution

Land owned by government; land use is private.  Paradox?

“Social peace” – sensitive or controversial is avoided

New Leadership


Live in siheyuan (courtyard) homes, hutong-like


Mao: The city should be “filled with smokestacks”


CCP rallies at city axis; display of dead martyrs abomination

Red walls


Can the party face its own dark history?

Fang Ke’s Book


The dislocated go where?  

Methods:

If not Ming, it won’t be saved.  Little can be proven Ming.

Must renovate to keep up to code.  Once renovated, historical importance eliminated so destroyed. (Add insulation, floors, heating, plumbing, and they’re worthless!)  PARADOX

Then new courtyard homes are built by developers and sold high.

Government rebuilding is false culture (wrong architectural concepts)

Ganjing – “Clean” but “fascist”

People don’t wish to fight, accept narrow choices offered by gov’t

Disneyfied; off-center work

The Gov’t’s protection plan:  hmm.


25 neighborhoods


Can’t upgrade history, so removal of most


Only intellectuals want to protect


Wood can’t be preserved


Too medieval


13% preserved only?

For safety, for public interest

Catch-22:  Court dates delayed until after demolition

What is a person without culture? Or is China’s gov’t its culture?

