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What is the relationship between politics and economics?  

Centripetal vs. centrifugal forces
Economy makes law necessary.  Party was law before economic reform.

· The Law and the Judiciary – Virtually absent.  Appeals for error only.
· Transparency – None.  
· Corruption – matter of tradition
· Nationalism – a response to the ideal of law
What is the relationship between the law and justice?

Law’s job is to protect the CCP, for correcting errors of practice/policy only
The ideal of justice (laoshi) is new, even irrelevant 
Mr. Ma’s Story 
What economic effects resulted from China’s 1978 reform from collectivization to privatization?

Villages became impoverished, ideas of capital and taxation not inherent.

Poverty placed survival first in peasant thinking.

Why pay taxes to a corrupt system? 

Gov’t legitimacy is now an issue; it must earn right to tax legitimately

What political practices/features did not change?

Access to law restricted.  No publication of laws, process, verdicts.
 

Expectation for rule by CCP, not rule of law.


Part of Cultural Revolution by Mao (1966-1976)—totalitarianism remains

What kinds of tax practices were tried?  Did they succeed?

Regressive taxes (user fees). But villages already in debt. 
Where did the Communists historically find their power?  

Roots among the poor, the rural, the common people

What is the relationship between Communist reforms and Chinese cultural traditions?

Common roots.  (Contrast to Nationalists/ elitists/ intelligentsia)

But paradoxically united.  Mao worshipped alongside Taoist gods!

Communists anti-tradition (superstition, etc.)

Where do democratic reforms find their source?   How are these reconciled (tradition, communism, democracy)?

“Aping” democracy to maintain imperfect balance (Mr. Wu.)
What priorities do the Communists place over the Rule of Law?

· Protect CCP
· Social order over disorder

· Law supports Rule of Party

· Idealism is hard to comprehend (laoshi)—what motives beyond money and power?
· All is compromise in China

How are these exemplified?

· No precedents in law
· Tradition of corruption ( promotion!

· Cases denied hearings by policy

· No checks and balances (Defense could not raise questions)

· CCP over the courts

· Government never to blame – “black hands”
· Newspapers publish optimistic/idealized reports, but Party restricts
What responses from the government from:

· Individual petitions – corrections of error in completing policy only
· Group/mass petitions – threatening to order
· Protests and demonstrations – Disruption of order; questions party by definition
· Civil or legal disobedience – brutally restricted
Innocence is “broken.” Torture is advertised (bloody towel)

Explain how government’s goal for the people to love the government and the government to love the people is . . . problematic.

Distinction between frameworks of the poor and the Party.
Party:  democracy and freedom = flaws/disorder

Stability and order are ideal.  Universities and schools are part of Party

But democratic ideals being rooted.  Martyrdom of those who suffer.


Ma wants validation (novel, etc.)  Won’t quit.



