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June 17, 2008

Travelers:

1) Tonight on Frontline (PBS):  “Young and the Restless in China” tracing several younger Chinese across four years of change.  Good answers for globalization vs. traditionalism, I bet!  Set your DVRs, Tivos, or (if you’re in the 1990s) VCRs!

2) Research Links:   

Thanks to all who came to tonight’s Caribou meeting!  We still have a lot to do to prepare for our Peking University meeting.  Here are a few points to remember and some additional links to stories of interest.  It’s important that all of us participate in the briefing on the Monday and that we are ready.  To that end, be sure to forward me samples of questions you may ask as the opportunity arises.  I can critique or add ideas to your questions before you go.  

Criteria for good questions:

1) Begin with a researched and specific premise/statement.  This might be praise for Chinese initiatives, but should definitely set the tone or framework for your question.

2) Follow with the question which should:

a. NOT be a comparison or contrast question to the US in any form (beware ethnocentric or nationalist-biased questions)
b. NOT be any kind of implied criticism of Chinese policy

c. BE forward-looking in its approach (vs. looking back at historical events)

d. Try: “How,” “Can you explain more,” etc.   Be cautious of “Why” questions which might imply a criticism.
Here again are our topics as I forwarded them to the professors at Peking University.  We will meet with a small group of professors and perhaps some students from the School of International Affairs.

· Discussion of energy resources, both China's plans for managing increased need and work by the community of nations to manage decreased supply.  We have been reading about some of the excellent work in Shanghai in alternative energy and fuels.

· Discussion of the environment and the efforts of the global community to bring developed and developing nations to agreement.

· The US-China trade situation and what the US should do to produce a healthy economic relationship

· We are also interested in China's stated focus on “peace and development:”  how do we correct the old inequities? How are these related to terrorism and the North-South economic gap which widens?  [These are facets of the policy]:
· + independence

· – hegemony

· + Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence (w/ India)

· Mutual respect for each other's territorial integrity and sovereignty 

· Mutual non-aggression 

· Mutual non-interference in each other's internal affairs 

· Equality and mutual benefit 

· Peaceful co-existence 

· +economic interdependence and interactivity

· + “all-dimensional opening up to the outside”

· Globalization--particularly as it relates to its impact on culture--is of interest.  

Some links to articles of recent interest:

· “No Yuan Deal at US-China Talks,” Dec. 2007: BBC: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/7142976.stm 

· “Chinese Yuan Rises as Talks Begin,” June 2008: BBC: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/7458335.stm 

· “US-China Strategic Economic Dialogue Talks,” June 2008: Reuters: http://uk.reuters.com/article/oilRpt/idUKN1734897120080617?pageNumber=1&virtualBrandChannel=0 
· US Position:  Three Essentials Talk, May 2008: US Treasury Dept: http://www.treasury.gov/press/releases/hp992.htm 

· Chinese media page on the talks, June 2008: http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-06/17/content_8387708.htm
· My October blog entry on the topic!  http://chisnell.com/ChizBlog/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=9 

· “China Eats the World” facts  on China’s consumption, Dec. 2007: Mother Jones: http://www.motherjones.com/news/feature/2008/01/china-eats-the-world.html 
· “Dumb As We Wanna Be,” April 2008, Thomas Friedman in NYT: http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/30/opinion/30friedman.html 
· China’s View on Globalization, 2003: Chinese Embassy in UK: http://www.chinese-embassy.org.uk/eng/dsjh/t27161.htm 

· Hu Jintao’s speech on Globalization, 2005: http://www.theglobalist.com/StoryId.aspx?StoryId=4606 

· “China’s Silver Lining,” June 2008, The Atlantic, on China’s opportunities for environmental change: http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200806/pollution-in-china 

· China’s media page on the environment, June 2008: http://www.china.org.cn/english/environment/33890.htm 

· “Energy Prices Fuel US-China Strains,” June 2008: AP: http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5gthy37rF5oIRdGU_x30wwJUPJ83AD91C33D00 

· China’s Sustainable Energy Program, June 2008: http://www.efchina.org/FHome.do 

· “Satisfying China’s Demand for Energy,” Feb. 2008, BBC: http://www.efchina.org/FHome.do 

3) ACIS Luggage Tags and Backpacks have arrived!  I’ll give these out at the potluck.

4) Blogs and Photos

Sean plans to work on a personal documentary for WOAK.  Please support him in that through the trip!  

In addition, we will each take a turn at writing a reflection piece for our online blog.  I will invite you to upload a few photos and write about the day’s experience which we will post each evening from our hotel as possible.  Expect me to ask each of you to write—11 days on the ground and 10 students, 2 advisors—it should be easy!  Double-check our itinerary if there is a particular day you would like to assign yourself!
5) Potluck Next Tuesday!  Hopefully you have all received the potluck/send-off flyer.  We’ll see you there!  (More surprises and photo ops, too!)

Steve C
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