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 June 4, 2008

China Travelers:

Potluck:

Laurie Eisenhardt has agreed to host a potluck send-off for our group.  We are settling on dates now, but look to early in the week we depart.  Details by June 10.

Emergency Contacts:

Gina Smith will be our stateside contact during the trip.  Please be sure on June 10 to bring your emergency contact information if it’s different from your home contacts.  I will be setting up a fan-out sheet and we will make revisions that evening.

Money Exchange:

Regarding money exchange, know that all meals and trip tips are included in the price of the trip: breakfast, lunch, and dinner.  Travelers will require money for any souvenirs they wish and perhaps for occasional purchases of snacks and drinks through our days.  Unless someone has a specific large-ticket item they wish to purchase, $20 a day with 10 days on the ground should be more than enough, especially because debit cards and the like can also work through most of the cities (if they are from major banks or networks). An astute traveler can spend far less!  I will also have more than enough in reserves in case someone needs a short-term loan until we reach a bank. 

You are not obligated to use the cash exchange service at all, though I have now arranged for Bruce Beattie of FCE Services of Birmingham to visit us that evening.  He plans to bring yuan in the amount of US$200 per traveler unless I ask for more (let me know if you would like more than this!). He can also answer many of our questions on what to expect financially while there.  Money can be exchanged by cash or by personal checks that evening.  

If you would like to conduct an exchange at another time (and exchanges can be done in China, as well), and if your bank is unable to exchange yuan, let me recommend Bruce again:  http://fceservices.com/ 

You can also call or e-mail him at (866) 553-6739.  bruce@fceservices.com.  I’ve worked with Bruce for over 10 years of travel.  Very accommodating!

Other Information:

The June 10 meeting will be packed with information on packing, final itinerary, meetings, and the like.  Expect an updated agenda this weekend.
See you all soon!

Steve C
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