When The Royal Oak Model UN team returned from two weeks in China this past month, jet-lag was among the least of their feelings.  
“We welcomed the air-conditioning and variety of food,” team advisor and high school teacher Steve Chisnell said, “but we also missed the experience, the friends we made, the beauty and intensity of the country.”  

While there, Lauren Tarr (’08) met again her former foreign exchange student Ding Yi and her mother who hosted the team for a dinner in Beijing.  Chisnell connected again with a graduate student at Beijing University he first met in New York at a team leadership conference in 2005, and the entire team met some warm and welcoming guides and families along the way.  

The team also met with Dr. Daojiong Zha, professor of economic security at Beijing University who works closely with the Chinese government to advise them on oil politics and other issues.  Students asked questions ranging from China’s struggle to remain traditional vs. its modern growth to the US presidential election.   

“China has no identity,” Dr. Zha asserted at one point in the conversation. “It wants to think it does, but it cannot decide yet what it wants to be.  That is for the next generation.”

The students blogged about their experiences each night of the trip, as well.  Ashley Hull (’08) wrote, “Within the mountains of jade that we visited on our way to Shanghai, beneath the pearl veneers of our tour guides, you can see how hard the men and women of China are working.”  Meanwhile Chris Photiades (’08) had his own ideas when he spotted a satellite TV dish on one of the apartment complexes: “I guess when you don’t have running water, you can always watch MTV’s The OC or the Home Shopping Network.”  
“The Chinese feel they can do anything,” Chisnell said, “and they’re often right.  At our visit, the Olympics were only 30 days away, and they just shrugged at all the construction yet to be completed. They knew they could be ready in time.”

Advisor Alec Snyder echoed the idea, but added, “After a trip like this, the students know they can do anything, too. It’s interesting to see how many of them will take on careers in the international sphere.”

In all, 10 students, one alumnus, and four chaperones including Model UN advisor Alec Snyder and Supt. Tom Moline, made the trip, which included Beijing, Xi’an, Luoyang, Zhengzhou, and Shanghai.  Apart from the Great Wall and Terra Cotta Warrior visits, the team also saw traditional demonstrations of jade and silk craft, a kung fu exhibition at a Shaolin temple, the old courtyard hutong homes of Beijing, and the ancient city wall of Xi’an which they navigated by bicycle.  

Students who traveled to China were 2008 graduates Melanie Adams, Zach Holden, Ashley Hull, Chris Photiades, and Lauren Tarr; 2007 seniors Sean Barry, Kevin Caverly, Sam Doyle, and Domenic Smith; and 2010 junior Olivia Miller. 

You can read the team’s travel blog, see photos, and review their complete trip at www.chisnell.com/travels/china. 

