Inter-Club Council Participation Policy Survey Results
Conducted March 2009

Participants:
All organizations were invited; fifteen organizations responded, representing 473 students.

Extra-curricular and co-curricular organizations were included.
Organizations included: athletics, fine arts, academic clubs, service clubs, and community service clubs

Model UN

Acorn

Tutor Club

Hockey

Student Council

Quiz Bowl

National Honors Society

Fiddle Club

Noesis

InterAct

Drama Club

Anime Club

Invisible Children

Students for Environmental Action

Noesis

Questions:

1.  In regards to eligibility to participate, should school clubs be treated the same as athletics?

	Yes
	24%

	No
	53%

	Only competition clubs should be the same.
	12%

	Only in regards to MIPs and other legal issues.
	12%
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2. In regards to student eligibility to participate, should entertainment clubs be defined differently from service clubs?
	Yes
	82%

	No
	18%
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3. In regards to student eligibility to participate, should entertainment clubs be defined differently from competition clubs?

	Yes
	82%

	No
	18%
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4. In regards to student eligibility to participate, should extra-curricular clubs (after school only) be defined differently from co-curricular clubs (which are also part of a class)?

	Yes
	76%

	No
	24%
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5. In regards to student eligibility to participate, should clubs set a minimum standard to participate based only on GPA?

	Yes
	6%

	No
	35%

	Yes, but also on other factors
	42%

	No, but instead on other factors
	18%



[image: image5.png]Results Q5

HYes
ENo
mYes, and on

mNo, but on





6. If students are ineligible, the following options should be made available before expulsion from the activity (multiple answers permitted):
	Probation
	59%

	Tutorial
	24%

	Student-designed Action Plan
	71%

	Appeals Process to the Principal or Student Activities Director
	83%
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7. Does participation in clubs motivate students to do better in classes?
	Yes
	38%

	No
	0%

	For some and not for others
	63%
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8. Does participation in clubs affect GPA for most students?
	It generally improves GPA
	24%

	It generally damages GPA
	0%

	It neither improves nor damages
	76%
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9. The Student Code of Conduct which we drafted at the Leadership Summit suggests we consider a combination of academics, sense of responsibility, openness in communication, and positive attitude and dedication as factors for leadership and eligibility.  Do you support this idea?
	Yes
	100%

	No
	0%

	Unsure
	0%
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Verbal Responses:

10. Knowing that some kind of policy will be written, what else should we consider about student eligibility in clubs?
	1) Are there different expectations for leaders vs. general members, and if so will there be specifics for different kids of clubs? 2) How many categories exactly should we be making here? 3) Emphasis on the importance of school funding, and if our clubs receive it, to what sort of standards we should be held.


	We need to look at the difference between a club member and a club leader. A leader must set an example for other members, and if they get involved in certain activities (especially illegal ones), they may be eligible for dismissal from a leadership position, but not necessarily the organization, as deemed by the club sponsor. 


	Since every person is different and every club is different, one generic set of rules would not be rendered effective overall. Each club/team should have a different set of rules depending on their motivation and the amount of time students have to put into the club/team. For example, a club that meets once a week shouldn't have the same stipulations as a club or team that meets every single day. So, the more demanding the activity, the harsher the rules. The same should go for leadership positions. Student leaders should be held to a stricter set of rules in order to keep their position.


	Being a student I know how it is for many kids, Not everyone has perfect grades or perfect role models for that matter. Having said this, I firmly believe that clubs can give students, all students, (especially ones with below average grades/ legal problems) something constructive to do with time that they would otherwise be spent in less than constructive ways.


	I think that eligibility in clubs should be based off the different factors we discussed at the Leadership Summit. It should not be the same as sports considering an academic program is not the same as an athletic program. 


	Students who put forth effort to participate in clubs might not be as able to put that same effort into school work, and the GPA expectations for club participation are ridiculous, considering students are already juggling both their school and social life. A grade requirement should not be put in place because each individual student has different circumstances, and it should be left to each clubs decision to try and help their members if they are struggling in one or more aspects that a possible code requires. It is a club’s job to try and "police" their own members, not the administration that knows little to nothing of the inner workings of every club in the entire school.


	In some cases, the students who need to participate in clubs and value their membership most are the students who would be hurt by introducing requirements for club participation. That aside, barring any student from involvement in programs that exist solely to benefit them would not be a fair or just decision. 


	Clubs give students a place where they feel valued and welcome. It's unfair to only base admission into a club on G.P.A. because you'll be taking away that place from the students who need it most.


	Nothing should be used for eligibility in clubs. No student should be barred from an activity due to poor GPA or MIPs. After school programs not only help show school spirit and school support, but they also motivate most students to do better in academics and help them stay away for drugs, drinking and violence.
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