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Literature of the Western World

Mr. Chisnell 

Home Phone:  248-346-8166 before 9:00 pm

E-Mail:  MrChiz@comcast.net, www.chisnell.com

Please read this contract carefully.  It describes how grades are determined for this course and how the course differs from other classes.   One copy of this contract must be signed by a parent and returned to me or parents may register their understanding of course expectations on my website.

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:   The literature of Western civilization is a marker for the ideas that have moved us.  An accelerated modern society often loses sight of the questions that underpin our acts.  This course, designed for college- and AP- oriented students, presents some of the core questions that have persisted throughout the centuries and surveys the answers which authors, philosophers, artists, and others have proposed.  Students will be asked to actively engage these thinkers and apply theories from classical times to our postmodern period, both in their writing and in their daily discussion.  Note:  There will be a substantial amount of reading in this course. 
MATERIALS:  
Ball point pens with blue or black ink

Plenty of paper

Whatever text we are using 

Appropriate readings, handouts, and supplemental research

A three-ring binder for our materials


**Most texts will be available for purchase so that students may 



Annotate as they read.**

ASSIGNMENTS:   A wide variety of written assignments, essays, some exams, oral exams, group and class participation/discussion, research, and other projects as directed by our discussion and readings.   Written responses to readings will take the form of journals, on-line postings of ideas, or other forms.

GRADING POLICY:   A successful project is one that earns an "A" or "B" by its final stage.  Students scoring less than these grades will be asked to revise or redo the assignment.   Incomplete or poorly done projects earn no credit toward the semester grade.  This assures that all students who make a consistent and responsible effort will do well.   The number and type of projects will be determined as the class directs the discussion of the various readings.  These projects are designed to test your understanding of the numerous readings and concepts covered in class.  Some of these assignments may require work extending over several weeks so careful organization and consistent work is required.  How well you do for a semester grade depends on how much work reaches the "Accepted" level of quality by the required date.  

REVISIONS:    A student may retake an exam or rewrite an essay until it reaches the “Accepted” “B” level.  Such revisions must be done under my supervision and by pre-established deadlines.  

LATE PAPERS:  A student may opt to extend the deadline of any one essay or other assignments during the semester not more than one week.  

CONFERENCES:  You should always schedule a time outside of class to meet with me about your revisions or research.  I may ask for a conference to talk about your work in general.  You should definitely meet with me at least once this semester outside of class to discuss your work.  IF YOU EVER HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR WORK, COME TO ME!  I am impressed by your honest concern.  Students considering Advanced Placement English Literature next year will also meet with me to discuss recommendations for that course.

BEHAVIOR:  Very simple:

· Always be prepared for class.

· Take notes and ask questions.

· Respect others.

· Work on classwork only; stay focused on the class!

· Act with maturity.

HOW TO AVOID SOME PET PEEVES:

· Don’t lie to me . . . ever.

· Communicate to me about your writing often, in person and in writing.

· Find solutions, not excuses.

· Never whine.

· Never quit.


This is a difficult course; there is simply no room or tolerance for misbehavior.  

I have read and understand the structure of the Literature of the Western World course.






(Student Signature)





(Parent Signature)

