How Will Chisnell Grade My Essay?

(And how should you structure your comments for others?)

Here are the areas I will be looking at, separated into critical and bonus qualities:

Critical:

· The ideas.  Do you have one that is provocative and thoughtful?  Is it carefully considered and reasoned?

· The evidence.  How have you drawn evidence and example from the texts to prove your case?  Are there other obvious interpretations of these passages you have overlooked?

· The organization.  Have the ideas been related clearly and in a logical order?  Is it difficult for a reader to find an alternative interpretation?  Are any ideas or points from the literature left undiscussed or ignored?  

· The interpretation.  Related to the above criteria, does the interpretation hold up under close inspection?  Does it ignore other clues or parts of the text that might lead to other interpretations?   (Problems might include reading a Romantic text as if it was a Realistic one, ignoring an obvious symbol that should point a reader in a different direction, etc.)  This is not to say that many interpretations don’t exist.  It is to argue that some interpretations are better than others and better reasoned than others.  It is also a measure of a careful reading of the literature.

· The format and presentation.  Does the paper follow the directions and style issues required?  Has it been neatly assembled, carefully revised and proofread?  Please, if I have to fight you to take a little pride in your work, are you really here for the right reasons?

Bonus:

· The style and interest level.  Does the writing convince powerfully?  Are the words tightly crafted?  Are the examples blended well with the discussion?  

· The stretch.  Has this writer pushed him/herself further than with the last analysis?  What new thinking is being done here?

· The research and preparation.  Has the writer gone further than others to actually explore or read ideas beyond class assignments? 

· The connections.  Has the paper alluded or made reference to larger connections to Western ideas and philosophies?  Does it offer comparison or contrast directly or indirectly to these?  

· The critical philosophy.  Is the writer conscious of the particular critical approach that he/she is using?

Again, my goal is for you to expand your skills as a writer and thinker while understanding the literature and concepts.  I want to see you more than ready for college writing and literature.  You should want the same.  If you do not succeed at a paper, you will always be given the option to revise it for a higher mark.

