Philosophical Glossary

See Lit. Crit. section for extended literary theory definitions

Absurdism – (20th century drama, mostly).  A fundamental lack of reason and coherence in human existence.  Kierkegaard called the call for rational “proofs” of God absurd, blocks to faith.  Heidegger and Sartre used the concept as a secular basis for existentialism.  The early surrealists (like Camus) used it as well.  Writers portray the absurd through deliberate distortions and violations of form, undermining conventional expectations for literature.  See Beckett, Ionesco, and Pinter for good play examples.

Aesthetics – The study of feelings, concepts, and judgments arising from our appreciation of the arts or of beauty or of the sublime.  What is art?  What makes art successful? Can art reveal truth? Is there objectivity in art? and similar questions.

Atomism – An ancient Greek idea fathered by Democritus that combines the belief in the unchangeable nature of the world with the variety and change we see.  The Greeks believed that there was an underlying unity beneath the surface of changing things, and that these were atoms, eternal and identical, forever unchanging.  After Aristotle, atoms were believed to sometimes change.  The idea was revived in the 17th century with the rise of empirical science and Descartes.  Because chemistry had not been developed yet, these could never be proven.  Even though we now know of the existence of atoms, the philosophical belief of an order underlying the known world continues in spiritual and metaphysical reasoning.

Communism – Socioeconomic (social and economic) system that is based on group ownership and production of goods and services, group government, and even group living.  Slogan:  “From each according to his ability, to each according to his need”—suggests end to market exchange and free trade.  See Hegel and Marx.

Cosmology – The study of the origins of the universe.  Basis for God in the cosmological argument:  All natural things are dependent upon for their existence on something else.  The total of natural things must depend on a non-dependent being, God; also called First Cause.

Culture Studies – A newer field of thinking and investigation, but notoriously hard to define.  It borrows freely from any number of fields which might fall under “culture”:  anthropology, psychology, linguistics, philosophy, musicology, linguistics, art theory, and literary criticism.  Like pluralism, then, it combines theories; like New Historicism, it discusses subjects in relation to power.  It is deconstructive of the subject and object and context of/for discussion.  [More in Lit Crit Section.]
Deconstruction – Jacques Derrida is the founder.  Since there is no knowledge outside of language (see semiotics), no reality is reachable through perception or language.  Language refers to nothing and is connected to nothing.  Writing is the best example of this, these randomly-ordered scratches on paper.  Since “knowledge” is made of language, it is an elaborate self-deception.  [More in Lit Crit Section.]
Empiricism – Knowledge is tied to experience.  Experience is sensory or expressions that can be observed to be true.  There is no knowledge outside of experience and is therefore opposed to rationalism.  Therefore the only knowledge we can have is through testing and experiment.  Empirical models are the basis for much science.  However, even modern science holds room for the rational as well.  For instance, how can we trust what we see?  What is legitimate observation?  How do we explain the workings of logic and mathematics?

Epicureanism – Commonly, a way of life of sensual enjoyment.  This was not the intent of its founder, Epicurus, however.  He promoted the pursuit only of pleasures that can be controlled and enjoyed in moderation:  friendship, peace, and aesthetic contemplation.  Epicureans generally believe in atomism, survival of the fittest, the existence of gods (though they are not involved much with mankind), and the existence of free will as the “swerve” of atoms.  The goal of the philosophy, though, is to teach us to live well by avoiding the hedonism of pure sensuality that the term now is mistaken to mean.  Practical wisdom for pleasant life.  

Epistemology – The theory of knowledge.  What is the origin of knowledge? Where and how is knowledge created? and similar questions.

Existentialism --  A broad name for a wide range of philosophies.  Emphasis is on the individual, the experience of choice, and the absence a rational explanation of the universe and consequent sense of the absurd. Largest in Europe after World War II, the theory is more one of mood than belief systems.  Kierkegaard is generally seen as the origin of the movement.  The universe is not a closed, ordered, intelligible system.  Because the universe is indifferent to us, we must rely upon human will and freedom.  Acting truly becomes acting in the light of possibilities the world allows.  Different writers emphasized different parts of this.  Heidegger, Sartre, the theologians Barth and Tillich are all major figures.  Existence or essence (soul)?  Existence must come first because we cannot rely on or determine the presence of soul.  Our essence is in the acts of existence.  See Page 47.

Humanism – Any philosophy that emphasized human welfare and dignity and is optimistic about the ability of the human to understand the world naturally.  In the Renaissance, this was allied to the renewed study of the ancients, a rediscovery of the unity of human beings and nature, and a celebration of pleasure, all seen as lost in medieval times.  God put us here precisely to further our desires.  Later, though, anti-religious social and political movements acquired the term to place humans at the center of existence.  In modern times, postmodernists and others condemn the term as naively relying upon the rational human to accomplish anything.  

Idealism – The belief that reality is at its root mental in nature.  We create our realities.  Most often this is drawn today to linguistic theories like structuralism and semiotics.

Logical Positivism – Also known as scientific empiricism, the ideas associated with the Vienna Circle in the 1920s.  The unity of science and the correct application of the scientific method were important because they might finally end the disputes of all these philosophers if we could know once and for all.  The most important finding was the verification principle, essentially a denial of meaning to any statement that is not verifiable.  It lost favor for some of the same reasons as positivism, but since it also presupposed a single authority to determine knowledge (and no such structure ever appeared) it faded more quickly.  Opposed to this were later “holistic” approaches that did not depend on a single means to verify truth.  Even so, Wittgenstein’s ideas primarily continue when we mistrust a statement when there are no criteria or measurable conditions for its proof.

Lost Generation – An American term mostly, used for the generation who came to adulthood between WWI and the Great Depression of the 1930s.  Feelings of disillusionment, dislocation, and rootlessness in the wake of the war.  Realists all, Hemingway and Fitzgerald are notable examples.  

Materialism – The belief that reality is composed of matter.  Today the term used is “physicalism,” because energy and force are added into the equation as defined by physics.

Metaphysics – The search for a reality beyond science.  Is there any reality beyond science? What is the difference between mind and body? substance and accident? and similar questions.

Naturalism – (late 19th century).  Influenced by Darwin and Marx and reacting against the subjectivity of the romantics, naturalists depicted life as objectively truthful.  The literature is detached, accurately detailed, and carefully documented historically.  Characters are almost always from the lower class and no detail of their suffering is excluded.  The focus is usually on the social environment around these characters and their fate in it, nearly always destinies at the hands of impersonal social, economic, and biological forces.  Human free will is weak and ineffective.  The goals of writers were different (social reform, artistic depiction, etc.), but their attitudes were similar.

Neo-Platonism – The combination of Plato’s philosophy with religious, Pythagorean, and other classical beliefs.  The universe is an emanation from the One transcendental Good which creates ideas that in turn become souls.  Later, Christian monks like Boethius developed the ideas and they had a profound effect on medieval and Renaissance thought (see Dante).  The problem with the philosophy for many became in its undefinability, the lack of character for God.  If the Good is like the source of a river from which we draw, but we are unable to ever climb the waterfalls nor does the pool know we are so far down the river . . . .

Ontology – A branch of metaphysics that asks what exists.  Discovering the grounds for proof of existence and determining what it means to “be” are key issues.  Basis for God:  the Perfect Being is imaginable and therefore must exist somewhere.

Paganism – Any religious or spiritual belief that is not inherently Christian is labeled pagan.  Thus the ancient Greeks were pagan as are many contemporary Pacific islanders and Africans.  Modern terminology often substitutes “animist.”  Jewish and Moslem faiths are usually not called pagan because they are based in the same traditions as the Christian faith.  

Pantheism – Belief in India (and also in the Transcendentalist writings of Emerson) that God is in everything or that God and the Universe are one.  See also the work of Spinoza.

Phenomenology – 18th century idea, it is the effort to describe consciousness from elementary sense experience to free thought processes creating knowledge.  Kant is a founder.  Intentionality is dominant here because what the mind does is the subject of inquiry.  We can look at consciousness at a part of the stream of our minds, but also we can see it as the representation of an object. We know nothing outside of how we conceive it.  Objects can be described only as they are understood.  (See reader-response theory.)  

Pluralism – Apart from the political theories, modern literary and philosophical theories don’t have clean boundaries.  Feminists can be Lacanian or post-structuralists; dialogic critics are also reader-response and sociological critics.  The pluralist approach, like culture studies, encompasses whatever approaches seem convenient and appropriate to the analyst.

Political Philosophy – Not truly a single belief system, but a goal-oriented approach to philosophy, the developing of ideas and knowledge on how to rule.  Made most famous by Machiavelli’s The Prince it is later extended to treatises on the nature of society and freedoms that spawned democratic revolutions.  The American Revolutionary writings can be seen as political philosophy as can the importing of the writings and sayings of Genghis Khan and Sun Tzu into modern European business practices.

Positivism – Comte’s philosophy that the highest form of knowledge is the description of what we sense.  There are three stages to human belief:  theological, metaphysical, and positive (the final stage that avoid speculation).  It is a version of empiricism without any scepticism or idealism.  Comte’s writings praise science.  Later it became associated with evolutionary theory and naturalism.  

Postmodernism – (late 20th century). If modernism is a belief in universals, common themes, functionality, and anti-tradition, then postmodernism claims that these ideas are nonsense.  Building on the theories of deconstruction and an accelerating world, postmodernists claim and portray in their work no originality, no boundaries, no definitions, a pastiche (mixing) of things unrelated, multi-culturalism, self-reflexivity (an awareness of itself), intertextuality, nostalgia, pro-technology, and fun with contradictions.  Think of eating McDonald’s in India while listening to reggae, the film Scream, the front page of a newspaper, “morphing,” and the Holocaust Memorial “theme park” in Washington—no, better not.




(continued)


 In literature, it is the playful acceptance of surface cultures and superficiality.  Celebration of the ironic, the temporary, the glitzy.  A reaction against confidence in science and naïve ideas of progress, it implies a mistrust of the large-scale justifications of Western society achieved through evolution, social improvement, education, or science.  It has connections to poststructuralism and deconstruction.  Objectivity is a disguise for power and white male privilege.  Postmodernists are undecided about what to do with this revelation, though, and their often humorous attitudes are accused of being socially irresponsible. See Page 48 ff. 

Pragmatism – The basic belief is that the meaning of a belief is the same as the practical effects of adopting it.  With James, the theory is one of truth, reasoning for instance that beliefs (like the belief in God) are true if the belief works satisfactorily for the believer and within the larger system.  Later, pragmatists separated into camps like those of Dewey (humanistic practice allied with science and applied to public schooling) and the idealism of Schiller that thinking and human need actually transform the reality we seek.  Try one this way:  females are zombies.  This idea does not work because it would not satisfy men’s egoistic cravings for admiration and females are not zombies because of this need!   

Rationalism – Unaided natural reason can achieve knowledge over sensory experience.  The 17th century saw the growth of this old Platonic idea that knowledge was the intellectual intuition of the workings of all things as ordered by God.  We know things a priori (without experiencing them).  Most visible in mathematics, the movement’s major figures were Descartes, Spinoza, Locke, and Hume.  The idea that the mind has preformed categories that determine our knowledge is still alive today in the linguistic/language theory of Chomsky.

Realism – (late 19th century –).  The depiction of life in an entirely objective manner, without idealization or glamor and without moral or political goals.  Whether naturalism or realism came first is disputed, but the differences may be in the choice of subjects (realism has more) and in the sometimes sparse detailing of the realists.  Think of it mostly as a style that has become so dominant in literature today that it is almost taken for granted.  Hemingway, Henry James, and Defoe are good examples.

Romanticism – (18th century – 19th century).  Like artistic movement, imagination and emotion is valued over intellect and reason, a reaction against NeoClassicism.  Many versions and definitions here, but includes a belief in the natural goodness of man, individualism, reverence for Nature, primitivism, philosophical idealism, an ironic blend of religious mysticism and free thinking, revolt against political authority and convention, physical passion, emotion for the sake of emotion, and an odd obsession or attraction to the supernatural, morbid, melancholy, and cruel.  Rousseau is the father of Romanticism.  In the US, romanticism came later and was absorbed by American agendas and localism.  

Here are key describers:  spontaneous, unfettered, subjective, inspirational.  Reality is ultimately spiritual and free will is supreme.  Nature is a mirror of the human soul.  Knowledge of the nature of this spirit cannot be acquired through rational or empiric means, but only by intuitive absorption within the process of living.  Regain lost unity by recovering the innocence of the child.  Journeys and quests are common undertakings. Coleridge and Hegel are key figures. [More in Lit Crit Section.]
Scepticism – Greeks focused on the value of inquiry, on questioning everything.  (Modern skeptics believe that knowledge and rational belief is impossible.)  The sceptics reasoned that there was a difference between appearance and reality, that even the best methods fell short of finding the truth, and that the truth becomes undecidable.  Some schools taught that tranquility is found through the suspension of belief.  Aristotle said that the sceptics did not practice what they preached, for if they did they would be walking over cliffs believing that cliff faces didn’t exist.  Even so, sceptics answered that they had confidence in “phenomena” and reserved their scepticism for the theoretical.  Scepticism resurfaced in the 14th century and later still with Hume.  

Scholasticism – Medieval philosophy taught in church schools and in theological training in Europe from the 11th through 16th centuries.  It combined the religious doctrine, study of the Church fathers, and philosophical and logical work of Aristotle (and a dash of Plato).  Ockham, Scotus, and Aquinas are major figures here.

Semiotics – Founded by de Saussure in France, the belief that only language makes meaning possible; it is a social contract to create knowledge.  Signs and symbols are arbitrary with no inherent meaning.  Meaning is all psychologically created.  [More in Lit Crit Section.]

Sophists – Originally intended to be wise men, Plato applied the term to teachers he disliked, such as Gorgias and Protagoras.  Plato accused them of arguing to win rather than for truth and that they took money for their wisdom.  In fact, most scholars recognize that Sophists did what Socrates did, remained skeptical of the current faiths and sought the origins of morality and knowledge.

Stoicism – A unified, logical, physical, and moral philosophy.  Zeno and others founded the idea and it later caught on in Rome and remained under emperors like Marcus Aurelius.  It was entirely opposed to its contemporary rival scepticism.  A perception, according to the Stoics, had to fulfill certain conditions in order to be true.  Stoics had an orderly and deterministic universe, proofs for God, and most importantly an identification with the impartial, inevitable, moral order of the universe.  It is an ethic of benevolent, self-sufficient calm, an indifference to poverty, pain, and death, resembling the spiritual peace of God.  Critics say Stoics are therefore inhuman and apathetic.  However, the Greek love for individual creativity tempered that extreme accusation.

Structuralism --  French movement of the 1960s predominantly.  Phenomena are not understandable except as they relate to one another.  These relations form a structure that underlies local or surface changes we observe.  Therefore, various myths, paintings, and marriage ceremonies may all share a common structural pattern.  Major figures in the movement are de Saussure in linguistics and Levi-Strauss in anthropology.  [More in Lit Crit Section.]
Teleology – Study of the ends or purposes of things.  Questions of teleology include Christian purpose, evolution, etc.  Basis for God:  Nature is not simply chance.

Transcendentalism – (19th century) An American movement underlying romanticism that believed that every natural fact held a spiritual (not scientific) truth.  Emerson said, “The world globes itself in a drop of dew.”  There is an essential order to all things.  There is a Supreme Mind or Over-Soul, but it is not the institutionalized version of God.

Utilitarianism – An ethical theory that answers what to do, what to admire, and how to live.  Maximize utility or happiness.  This is seen in modern planning when we create policy or cities to maximize the economic benefit of all (assuming that money brings happiness).  Different definitions of happiness divide the major figures of the philosophy (Mill, James, Bentham, etc.).  Is happiness physical, varied, or even connected to ethical behavior?  Actions by institutions and individuals nevertheless should be judged as they fit within an established system of happiness . . . or does social change, painful at first, justify long-term happiness?

Victorian Literature – (officially 1837-1901, the reign of Queen Victoria of England).  The first 30 years is characterized by moderate political reforms, industrial growth, an increase in population, and the rise of the middle class against the old aristocracy and working class.  Self-reliant moral earnestness and the inherent rightness and superiority of all things English were the themes.  The second 30 years saw a drop in the birthrate, mass unemployment and economic decline, a rise in nationalism, science undermining religious values, and a growing disillusionment with traditional morals.  Child labor and poor working conditions caught the attention of writers.  Darwin published his Origin of Species and Matthew Arnold ranted against the barbarism of scholarship.  Writers increasingly left English settings to exotic settings.

Comparisons of Four Key Literary Periods

	
	Romanticism
	Realism
	Naturalism
	Existentialism

	Approx. Era
	1820s-1870s
	1880s-1940s
	1870s-1930s
	1930s-1970s

	Height
	1840s-1860s
	1910s-1930s
	1870s-1900s
	1950s

	Setting
	The Past; unfamiliar
	Present/future; familiar
	Present/future; familiar
	Present/undefined; unfamiliar

	Characters
	Idealized, bizarre; heroes and villains clear, static
	Mixed types; both admirable and weak; dynamic
	Mixed or grotesque, deformed, weak, or sadistic
	Mixed or bizarre; weak; statis

	Nature
	Idealized; idyllic aspects; lengthy descriptions
	Balanced, both friend and foe; described only when necessary
	Harsh, cruel enemy; minimum of description
	Insensate; impenetrable being

	Philosophy
	Optimistic (unless dark Gothic)
	Without bias; free will
	Pessimistic; deterministic; economic, biological, social forces make man a pawn of fate; no free will
	Qualified optimism; individual has the power to shape his own life; free will; man’s essence created by nature of consciousness

	Endings
	Happy or surprise
	Logical for character and plot
	Mostly tragic; characters crushed by impersonal forces
	Varies; generally the individual is held to be socially responsible or fails to be.

	Details
	Pleasant, a lot of detail
	Selected to accomplish purpose; no bias; camera eye technique
	Non-selective; a lot of detail with bias to cruel; no censorship; camera eye technique
	Selective to purpose or surreal

	Language
	Flowery, literary
	True-to-life; as novelist hears dialogue; appropriate
	Crude, profane, emphasis on profanity when appropriate; no censorship
	True to life or surreal; no censorship

	Morality
	MORAL! Good is often rewarded; evil loses
	No moral bias; Good and evil exist but are mysterious
	Amoral. No judgments attempted; aloof; scientific approach
	Evil comes from bad faith: taking refuge in some false public image of one’s self

	View of Man
	Natural man is basically good
	Man is a mixture of good and evil in varying degrees
	Man is basically evil, animal drives and selfish desires
	Man is a biological accident, a perceiving consciousness; no single universal human nature

	Sex
	Carefully avoided; love idealized
	Matter-of-fact when part of plot; not stressed or unstressed
	Vivid and explicit when part of plot
	Natural forces are the primary power; sex is an extension of these forces but seldom makes logical sense

	Religion
	Naturalized; God in all things (pantheism) or universal
	God absent or empty
	None or twisted and cruel; man’s great misunderstanding
	None, generally

	Man’s Duty or Destiny
	To discover the self, often as part of the greater world
	To understand the self, often lost in the greater world
	No purpose; to survive against the world
	To create his own essence; to achieve the authentic life


Existentialism 

Six Basic Tenets of the 20th Century Western Philosophy

Many versions/view of existentialism—these are broad strokes.

Major Figures:  Jean-Paul Sartre, Albert Camus, Simone de Beauvoir, Franz Kafka, Soren Kierkegaard, Gabriel Marcel, Paul Tillich, Martin Buber, Friedrich Nietzsche 

Existence Before Essence.  We live, we experience, rather than just be.  Every existence is unique; we have no universal humanity, but must create ourselves individually through experiencing the world.  We are not human except through what we do.   We are not human (essence) until we act (existence).  Sartre distinguishes between “being for-itself” (pour soi—people with consciousness, action, and purpose) and “being in-itself” (en soi—the lumpy existence dependent upon others).  

Absurdity.   1) Our ability to reason as humans is flawed, and 2) There are elements of the world which reason and logic cannot explain.  We are often governed by emotion and desire, anxiety, guilt, and a will for power, for instance.  D. H. Lawrence writes, “The soul of man is dark, vast forest, with wild life in it.”

Alienation.   The elevation of reason (as in science) artificially separates us from the real world.  We are alienated from 1) God (spiritual abandonment), 2) nature (technology builds walls), 3) other men (helplessness before an absurd society), and 4) our own selves (powerlessness to see a complete picture of our selves).  

Angst / Fear and Trembling.  We have a general dread of the future (“When will I blow up?) but also an anxiety in accepting responsibility for making moral choices (“the anguish of Abraham”).  Sometimes we must make decisions which are exceptions to the general, universal, moral law, for we are unique individuals which cannot be held beneath them.  Can we accept our separation from the world?
The Encounter with Nothingness.  Separated from everything, we stand on a catastrophic precipice of emptiness, the Void.  Kierkegaard calls this the “Sickness Unto Death.”  There is nothing upon which we may ever rely, even accept.

Freedom / Human Will.  For the atheist existentialists, we are condemned to freedom—we are nothing more than what we do, and we individually are the only ones who can demonstrate our existence.  We are creatures of will.  For those of faith, the commitment of choice is to surpass the alienation from God—faith is a commitment to sacrifice one’s own will and being to God’s will.  

Post-Modernism

Our contemporary cultural movement

What do we mean by “post-“?

· result of modernism?

· aftermath of modernism?

· afterbirth of modernism?

· development of modernism?

· denial of modernism?

· rejection of modernism?

What do we mean by “modernism”?
· technological enhancements (Industrial Age? plastics? mass communication?)

· early 1900s?

· 1) end of representation

Photographs replace realistic painting

Realism (mirror theory) is over, the idea that objects outside of the mind 

can be represented as accurate and true. 

Cezanne:  paint not reality, but our perception of it; (

Unified Field Theory (Cezanne thought of underlying solids)


Heisenberg – Uncertainty Principle


Art and Science arrive coincidentally at the same place!


Picasso:  the view includes the viewer

Authority or autonomy of original works is threatened by mass


reproducibility; the unreproducibility makes the original priceless!

· 2) presentation of the unpresentable

Modern can only be defined by what comes after it!


Cezanne(Picasso(Duchamp(Buren (presentation)


Mondrian ( universal architectural style; machine aesthetic


abstract expressionism, minimalism

· 3) non-presentation

Duchamp:  “My reproducible readymades are unique and therefore


not reproducible!”   Checkmate!

Concept Art

Art can only progress toward its own annihilation.

Postmodernism:

1) Dilemma of Reproducibility – the more Van Gogh is recreated in posters, the more the original is worth! 
2) Image consumerism – Reproduced takes place of reality; hyper-reality; we live with what has already been lived/reproduced; no reality anymore, just image
3) Legitimization – If anti-legitimizing art, if the weakening of “aura” of art, the more the establishment becomes the broker of power.  The price/value of an object has little to do with the object but its installation!   That’s history.

representation = reality ; no distinction

It’s all about Language!

What permits meaningful thinking?  (epistemiology)

De Saussure – Structuralism (late 1800s)


Signification!  signifier (word) vs. signified (object).  What is relationship between?



Arbitrary?


Meaning is based on a system of meanings (representation) which is itself




meaningless.


50 keels ploughed the deeps



Understanding the underlying systems which generate relationships give




us the deep structure (unified field?)

Levi-Strauss – binary oppositions!  The human mind operates this way.


What is it/is not; raw/cooked; good/evil


Problems:  
It’s all surface/exterior (vs. Freudian unconscious)




Doesn’t address motivation (Descartes “I”)




A-historical


Post-Structuralism (1960s)


It all collapses back into language; structuralism must become self-reflexive


Meta-language; meta-cognition.  

Roland Barthes – Anything can be decoded.  It’s all about the language we use.

“Death of the author.”  Readers create their own meanings.


No “privileging” of oppositions or one view is possible.


There is “No Exit” from language!   Nihilism?

Deconstruction

Derrida – Down with logocentrism!  Down with reason!  Down with the Word Made Flesh!


If the word can represent reality, it can convey Truth.  Bosh.


Certainty is a tyrant.  It oppresses the uncertain, what doesn’t fit, the Other.

There is nothing outside of the text.  Peel away the layers of constructed meanings

like an onion, layer after layer.


Difference – the constant deferment of meaning, what something isn’t.

Foucault – Archaeology of epistemology.  Knowledge is the system of thought which


                 becomes controlling, socially legitimate, institutionalized—legitimized!


We know by what we disqualify.  (In modernism, the sick & criminal)


Questions order, privileging of history, etc.


There is no history but an overlapping of legitimate and excluded histories.


Power/Knowledge


Meaning of art/language is an articulation of its limits


Power is a narrative; we live it rather than possess it.

Lacan – Unconscious (Freud) structured through and like language!


Patriarchy silences women through the structure of language

Kristeva – feminist; but inquiry into what was created and how . . . and


the possibility of a subject/creator and not merely object

Either feminine doesn’t exist except as men imagine it OR

a) feminine is schizoid:  subordinated to men and 

b) explorable only separate from men!

Rather than being outside of meaning, women can escape the trap!  They are the very space and possibility of meaning.  Women are becoming.

Postmodernism Remains Because. . .

Science:

· cyberspace (electronics only intensifies the problems)

· theories of everything (Gaia, Hawking, chaos theory)

· human genome project (posit with above theories!)

Politics:

· free market victory (collapse of communism)

American Architect Robert Venturi (1972):  “Disneyworld is closer to what people want than what architects have given them.  Disneyland is the symbolic American utopia.”


Pluralism – A New Hope?

Forgetfulness at the gates of Auschwitz:  Welcome to the Holocaust Theme Park…

“The opposite of knowledge is not ignorance but deceit and fraud.”  It’s all about


hiding intentions from each other . . .

The memory loss of reality . . .


Olestra, hyperfinance, cyberspace (the consensual hallucination), VR,


the war as “not seen” on TV, hyper-scepticism, 

Recall evolution:  1) image = basic reality; 2) image masks/perverts reality;

4) image marks absence of reality; 4) postmodern simulacrum (Air Jordans

worn for no sports reason!)

Advertising; Wiggers; karaoke; serial killers; cybersex; Robocop and Terminator;

Madonna; Zapping & Surfing, impatience without depth, zapping out the past . . .

Third World Postmodernism; Last Temptation of Christ, etc.

Francis Fukuyama – “We have entered a capitalist paradise which is the end of history.”


The liberal democracy, the transhistorical man, teleological eschatology.

Derrida’s Response to Capitalism and Utopias –

Capitalism’s media triumph conceals the truth that it has never been more fragile, threatened, catastrophic. 

The crux of postmodernality is that there are two “presents”.  One is a spectre present, A Virtual Reality techno-media simulacrum that makes the other “real” present appear borderline, fugitive, elusive.

A de-materialization of the real is haunting us, making our opposition to it ineffectual.  A typical example of this is the Western media’s representation of disaster—the relief of mass famine is stage-managed as a rock concert charity event.  Tragedy is a momentary virtuality not “really” permissible.

So What’s Left?






Psst!  Is the only cure for postmodernism/poststructuralism is the incurable illness of romanticism?
metonymy





metaphor





synecdoche





Borders?  What borders?





What IS Disneyland?





Welcome to the


Holocaust Theme Park





hyper meta hyper meta hyper meta hyper meta hyper meta hyper meta hyper meta hyper meta hyper meta hypermeta





cyber wigger karaoke serial killers cyborgs Madonna digitizing rushdie peter gabriel





We must reconsider Kant!





You want to love, but you cannot.





Never have violence, inequality, exclusion, famine, and thus economic oppression affect so many human beings in the history of earth and of humanity.  ..no degree of progress allows one to ignore that never before, in absolute numbers, have so many men, women, and children been subjugated, starved or exterminated on the Earth.     –Jacques Derrida





NO ORIGINALITY steals borrow IGNORE BOUNDARIES nothing PASTICHE open mixing unrelated different MULTI-CULTURALISM SELF-REFLEXIVITY flaws structure  play INTERTEXTUALITY "talks" icons NOSTALGIA recreate ideals TECHNOLOGY  religion/magic science CONTRADICTION paradox





The incurable illness of Romanticism!





A spectre is haunting Europe, the spectre of Communism.





hyper media hyper media hyper media 





We must reclaim Hegel, too!
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